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HAT makes the Ryder Cup so special?

How about colour, excitement,
tension, fear, drama, team tactics,
panic, players with sweaty palms, finger-biting
captains, assistant captains and fans.
Then there’s all the fashion, glitz and glamour
led by the players’ wives and girlfriends.

The biennial tournament, first staged in 1927,
is arguably much more exciting than any major
and is one of those must-see events.

Every two years the event becomes a team
sport as the heavyweights of world team golf
- America and Europe - do battle for the
prestigious Ryder Cup.

The battle lines for the 45th Ryder Cup have
been drawn as team captains, America’s Keegan
Bradley and Luke Donald’s Europe, the cup
holders, plot each other’s downfall.

Ahead of the showdown, Europe’s captain Luke
Donald said: “A lot of work has gone on behind
the scenes to get to this point and everything
is now focused on doing all we can to retain
the trophy”

So, let’s delve into the history of the 98-year-
old Ryder Cup.

Originally it was played between Great Britain
and the United States. The representation of
Great Britain and Ireland was extended to
include continental Europe from 1979.

In all the following tables Europe includes Great
Britain/Great Britain and Ireland up to 1977.
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Vice-captains

The US team has five vice captains —

Webb Simpson, Brandt Snedeker, Kevin
Kisner, Jim Furyk and Gary Woodland.
Europe has four -

Thomas Bjorn, Edoardo Molinari, José Maria
Olazabal and Francesco Molinari.

Format

It's a matchplay event with each match worth
one point.

« Day 1 - foursomes (alternate shot) matches
and four fourball (better ball) matches;

« Day 2 - four foursome matches and four
fourball matches; and

- Day 3 - 12 singles matches.

With a total of 28 points available, 14%2
points are required to win the cup and

14 points are required for the defending
champion to retain the cup. All matches
are played to a maximum of 18 holes.

Results by team

| Team _| From to | Matches | Wins | Losses | Ties

1927-
USA 2023 44 27 15 2
Great
Britain 1927-
and 1977
Ireland
1979-

Europe 2023 22 12 9 1

Summary

22 3 18 1

Largest margins of victory in a match
36-hole matches (to 1959)

All victories by 7 or more holes for Europe
and by 8 or more holes for the United States
are listed.

Europe
G e e [

10&8  George Duncan Walter Hagan Singles 1929
9&8 Abe Mitchell Olin Dutra Singles 1933
&7 Fred Daly Ted Knoll Singles 1953 |

United States Type Year
Margin =

The largest victory in a foursomes match was a 10&9
win by Walter Hagen and Denny Shute against George
Duncan and Arthur Havers in 1931.

In 1947, Ed Oliver and Lew Worsham (USA) defeated
Henry Cotton and Arthur Lees 10&9.

18-hole matches (from 1961)
All victories by 5 or more holes for Europe and by 6 or more holes for the United States are listed.

Ludvig Aberg and Victor Hovland defeated Scottie Scheffler and Brooks Koepka 9&7 in
foursomes in 2023.

The largest victory in a singles match has been a 5&4 win, achieved nine times, firstly by
Bernard Hunt against Jerry Barber in 1961.

B e e e e
Margln yp

Tom Kite Howard Clark Singles 1989
8&7 Fred Couples lan Woosnam Singles 1997

B Keegan Bradley will captain
team USA at the Ryder Cup.

Foursomes: In 2012, Keegan
Bradley and Phil Mickelson
defeated Lee Westwood and
Luke Donald 7&6.

There have been a total of 1040 individual matches played in the 44 Ryder Cups.
Of these the US has won 501, Europe (including Great Britain/Great Britain and Ireland up to

1977) has won 396 with 143 matches halved.

That means the USA have scored a total of 5722 points to Europe’s 467-.
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Record European point winners
Up to and including the 2023 Ryder Cup.

Record
(W-L-H)

1 Sergio Garcia 25-13-7 285 63.33%
2 Nick Faldo 23-19-4 25 54.35%
3 Bernhard Langer 21-15-6 24 57.14%

United States

Record
(W-L-H)

Most singles points won 7

Colin Montgomerie (Eur) (6-0-2 record)
Billy Casper (US) (6-2-2 record)

Lee Trevino (US) (6-2-2 record)

Arnold Palmer (US) (6-3-2 record)

Neil Coles (GB, GB&l) (5-6-4 record)

Most Foursomes points won 1372
Sergio Garcia (Eur) (12-4-3 record)

Most fourball points won 10%2

lan Woosnam (Eur) (10-3-1 record)
José Maria Olazébal (Eur) (9-2-3 record)
Sergio Garcia (Eur) (9-4-3 record)

Most frequent pairings

Pairings used 7 or more times for Europe and 5
or more times for the United States are listed.
Europe

Between 1987 and 1993, Seve Ballesteros
and José Maria Olazabal were paired 15 times
picking up 12 points. Overall record W-L-H
11-2-2; Foursomes W-L-H 6-1-1; Fourball
W-L-H 5-1-1.

United States

Between 2018-2023, Jordan Spieth and Justin
Thomas were paired nine times and picked
up 4%2 points. Overall record W-L-H 4-4-1;
Foursomes W-L-H 2-3-0; Fourball W-L-H 2-1-1.

Top points percentage (minimum 3 Ryder
Cup matches)

Jimmy Demaret (US) (6-0-0) 100%

Jack Burke Jr (US) (7-1-0) 87.5%

Horton Smith (US) (3-0-1) 87.5%
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1 Billy Casper 20-10-7 23%2 63.51% ~
2 AmoldPalmer 22-82 23  71.88% & Winning captain from 2023 Luke
3 PhilMickelson 18227 21%  4574%  peam torape 20 ¢ in charge of

team Europe.

Most points in a single context 5

Tony Lema (US) (5-1-0) 1965
Peter Alliss (GB) (5-1-0) 1965
Gardner Dickinson (US) (5-0-0) 1967
Arnold Palmer (US) (5-0-0) 1967
Tony Jacklin (GB) (4-0-2) 1969
Jack Nicklaus (Us) (5-1-0) 1971
Larry Nelson (US) (5-0-0) 1979
Francesco Molinari (Eur) (5-0-0) 2018
Dustin Johnson (US) (5-0-0) 2021

European country records
Since European team formed for the 1979
Ryder Cup up to and including 2023.

mmm

Lee Westwood 11
Sergio Garcia 10

Sam Torrance 8

Colin Montgomerie 8

England 84
Spain 43 22 1 1
Scotland 36 17 11

Most appearances - Europe

Lee Westwood
1 1 Nick Faldo
10 Sergio Garcia
9 Dia Rees

United States

Phil Mickelson
9 Jum Furyk

Tiger Woods, Lanny Watkins,

8 Ray Floyd and Billy Casper
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Most frequent pairings

Pairings used 7 or more times for Europe
and 5 or more times for the United States are
listed.

Captains

+ Youngest USA Ryder Cup captain: Arnold
Palmer - 34 years, 31 days in 1963.

+ Youngest European captain: Charles
Whitcombe - 35 years, 278 days in 1931.

« Youngest non-playing US captain: Ben
Hogan - 37 years, 34 days in 1949.

+ Youngest non-playing European captain:
Tony Jacklin — 39 years, 99 days in 1983.

+ Oldest US team Ryder Cup captain: Tom
Watson - 65 years, 22 days in 2014.

+ Oldest European captain: J.H. Taylor -

62 years, 99 days in 1933.

« Oldest European playing captain: Ted Ray —
50 years, 67 days in 1927.

+ Oldest playing United States captain: Sam
Snead - 47 years, 163 days in 1959.

Europe

Between 1987 and 1993, Seve Ballesteros
and José Maria Olazébal were paired 15 times
picking up 12 points. Overall record W-L-H
11-2-2; Foursomes W-L-H 6-1-1; Fourball
W-L-H 5-1-1.

United States

Between 2018-2023, Jordan Spieth and Justin
Thomas were paired nine times and picked
up 4% points. Overall record W-L-H 4-4-1;
Foursomes W-L-H 2-3-0; Fourball W-L-H 2-1-1.

Holes-in-one
United States

Scott Verplank 14th K Club

Prediction 1:

2006 A number of fools will yell “get-in-the-hole”

Europe when the first group tees off on day one and
Peter Butler 16th Muirfield 1973 will continue the stupidity until the last putt
Nick Faldo 14thThe Belfry 1993 | drops.

Costantino Rocca 6th Oak Hill 1995 Prediction 2:
Howard Clark 11th Oak Hill 1995 The contest will be tied and holders Europe
Paul Casey 14th K Club 2006 will retain the cup.

Age-related records: The ages given are on the first day of the
Ryder Cup.

Europe youngest player

Player ______|Year [DOB___|Dateof Cup |

Sergio Garcia 1999 9-1-1980  24-9-1999

19y, 258d

United States youngest player

Age _[Player  ____|Year |DOB ___|DateofCup_

20y, 339d Horton Smith 1929  22-5-1908 26-4-1929

Europe oldest player

Age __[Player _____|Year |DOB ____|DateofCup_

50y, 67d Ted Ray 1927  28-3-1877 3-6-1927

United States oldest player

Age __[Player ____|Year |DOB __|DateofCup

51y, 20d Raymond Floyd 1993  4-9-1942  24-9-1993

Introducing the
Finn Cycle
- Now Avadailable in Australia!

Golf just got a whole lot faster, cooler, and more fun. The Finn Cycle,
the revolutionary single-rider electric golf scooter, has officially landed in
Australia — and it’s changing the game for good.

Designed for golfers who crave speed, style, and efficiency, the Finn
Cycle lets you cruise the course at up to 24 km/h, cutting your round
time in half while keeping the fun factor sky-high. With a 1000Wh lithium
battery, you'll get up to 50km on a single charge, enough to power
through 36 holes with ease.

Built tough yet sleek, the Finn features:

¢ A 48V high-torque brushless motor for smooth acceleration

¢ Motorcycle-style front suspension and adjustable rear shock for
a comfortable ride

e Low PSI turf-friendly tires and dual disc brakes for safety
and control

e Foldable handlebars and footplates for easy transport

Whether you’re a weekend warrior or a course regular, the Finn Cycle is
your ticket to a faster, more exhilarating round.

Available now at Platypus Golf Club, the exclusive

Australian distributor - AU$5,399

o~ Order now to book your test ride at
platypusgolfclub.com



